Nearly 90% of Sri Lanka consists of Precambrian crystalline rocks except for a belt of Miocene sedimentary rocks along the north and North-west coast of the country. Gravel, sands and clays, particularly along river terraces, belonging to quaternary system are found resting on the Miocene formations and crystalline rocks. Precambrian crystalline rocks which most often occur as hills or mountains, consists of charnokites, migmatites and varieties of gneissic rocks. These rocks are suitable for road development and other constructions. Annual production of rock aggregates in the country is around 8 million cubic meters. During the recent times, due to large scale projects such as development of harbours, new air port and expressways, required large amount or aggregate material than usual. Colombo port city project alone will require about 3.5 million cubic meters of rock material within two years., There are over 2,500 Industrial Mining License (IML) grade quarries in Sri Lanka. The production vary between 1,500 m3 to 15,000 m3.per month. The operation of such a large number of rock quarries cause immense environmental damage. While development needs rock material, it is imperative to take remedial measures to mitigate the environmental damage caused by dust, noise, ground vibrations, fly rocks.
